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divinely illuſtrated 


THE | 
CHRISTIAN CAELING; 
: | O R, | | 
STATE OF SALVAT ION. 


Into which we are 


BROUGHT BY THE GOSPEL. 
—— — A ——ꝛů 


Among whom are ye alſo the called of Jeſus Chrift. Ro. i. 67 


S Chriſtians, we are called to the remiſhon of ſins, to a new 
ſtate of holineſs, and the hope of everlaſting life by Jeſus 
Chriſt ; and we have the promiſe of the bleſſed Spirit to begin, 
carry on, and complete the work of our ſalvation. This is the 
mercy of God to a world of 2 creatures, dead in treſ- 
paſſes and fins, and under a ſentence of condemnat:on. And 
to * the whole nature and manner of our redemption by 
Chriſt, St. Paul was directed by the Spirit of God to write this - 
_ to the Romans; which, to every ſerious, child-like reader 
of it, will _ to have all the inſtruction in it we want, fully ? 
e 


ſufficient to ſettle our judgment in points of the greateſt impor- 


tance, and a moſt invaluable treaſure of ſaving knowledge. Let 
me recommend to your attentive conſideration the 17th verſe of” 
this chapter, which is the d work of the epiſtle, and moſt: 
throughout the whole of it, where he ſays, 
<« therein” —in and by the goſpel of Chriſt—* is the righteouſ- 
neſs of God”—what he will account to us for ſuch, and we 
muſt all have to appear in before him“ revealed from faith to 
faith —faith growing from one degree to another; © as it is 
written, the juſt ſhall live by faith.” To the ſame purpoſe he 
> ar Tit. 3, 4, &c. © But after that the kindneſs and love of 
od our Saviour toward man appeared, not by works of righte- 
ouſneſs which we have done, — according to his mercy he 
ſaved us by the waſhing of regeneration, and renewing of tho 
Holy Ghoit; which he ſhed on us abundantly, through Jeſus 
Chriſt our Saviour : that being iuſtified by his grace, we ſhould 


be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life. To which 
: 
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might add the teſtimony of all the other A but ſhall 
mention only one more from St. Peter, 2 Epiſt. i. 2. Simon 
Peter, a ſervant and an apoſtle of Jeſus Chritt, to them that have 
obtained like precious faith with us, through the righteouſneſs 

of God, and our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt : grace and peace be mul- 
tipliod unto yo through the Knowledge of God, and of Jeſus 
our Lord. Any one of theſe texts is worth a world to a foul faint- 
ing under the burden of fin, and able to make us all wiſe unto 
flvation. They compriſe the whole wiſdom and will of God 
for our recovery in ſo ſhort a compats, that we may eaſily retain 
them in our memories, and make uſe of them as'a light to guide 
us into the underſtanding of all ſcripture. When we. receive 
theſe ſayings into our hearts, we are among the happy men and 
women ſpoken of in the text, and ſhall live and die in the com- 
fort and hope of the go.pel. And would to God I could addreſs 
myielf to every one that hears me, in theſe words of the Apoſtle, 
« Among whom are ye alſo the called of Jefus Chriſt.” 

Bleſſed God, do thou ſoften the hard heart which refiſts thee 
in unbelief; give us the hearing ear, and the underſtandin 
heart; and be ncw preſent, in the power of thy grace, while 1 
am ſpe: king of our high calling in Jeſus Chriſt !—The Lord 
enable you, 1. To underſtand it; — z. To reſt your ſculs upon 
it ;—and, 3. To live worthy of it. | 

t. Let me exhort and call upon you to wnderfland the Chriſtian 
calling. Know then, that it is the free grace and mercy of God 
to mankind, when their deſert from him was wrath and puniſn- 

ment. We are all ſinners, as well by natvre, as actual tranſ- 
ion, in thought, word, and leed, every day of cur lives; 
and „ the wages of ſin, the due reward of all ſin, and the juſt 
8 ſentence of God upon every ſingle fin we commit, © is death. 
Of which the firit fin of the rt man is a remarkable inſtance; 
and fpeaks aloud to us to beware how we entertain any ſuch opi- 
nion of the harmleſſneſs of fin, as thar God miay well overlook. 
it, when we ſee it was ſo ſeverely pnniſhed in the firſt parents of 
mankind the moment it entered into the world, and brought 2 
curſe upon them and all their 12 If you do not attend 
duly to this part of the Bible, ſo as to take a meaſure from hence 
of the great evil and guilt of all fin, how hateful it is to God, how 
dreadful in its conſequences, you will underſtand nothing elſe - 
that fallows in it. The mercy of it will be hidden from you, 
and the grace of redemption lighted, unleſs you are well ground... 
ed in the doctrine of fin, its accurſed nature, and your own de- 
ſert of eternal damnation as ſinners, Settle it, therefore, in your 
minds, that if God is always the ſame, and his juſtice unchange- . 
able and everlaſting, we are all under a ſentence of condemna- 
tion for the fin of our nature, the fins of our lives, the fins of 
eur hearts; and this will open the way to your underſtanding. 
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and belief of the neceſſity and great mercy of deliverance from 


if, 
For God, who pitieth us as a father 1 his own children, 
trath not left us to periſh. He hath hed his new covenant 
of to all nations; he hath fulfilled the iſe made to 
Adam, of bruiſing the ſerpent's head, by the ſeed of the woman 
that was born at Bethlehem; he was in Chriſt reconciling the 
world unto himſelf, not imputing their treſſ to them; thro 
him is preached unto us the forgiveneſs of ſins. And let us ob- 
ſerve allo, that this grace comes to us in a way of juſtice as well 
as mercy; according to that ſayimg of St. Paul, © that he might 
be juſt, and the juſtifier of him that believeth in Jeſus,” Rom. 
it. 26. The meaning of which is, that if juſtice had not firſt 
been ſatisfied, we could never have been juſtified, or accepted to- 
the favour of our offended God. And as there was no other 
way or means of doing it, as no other ranſom could be found 
in heaven or eartix for the forfeited lives of our fouls, God gave 
his only begotten Son, and Chriſt willingly offered himſelf, to 
hear our fins in his own body on the croſs, and redeem us from 
the curſe of them, by being made a curſe for us : So that we can 
now ſay joyfully, and with full aſſurance, on the authority “ 
od's word, We have redemption through his blood, even 
the forgiveneſs of fins,” Col. i. 14. There is no condemna » 
tion to them that are in Chriſt Jefus,”” Rom. viii. 1. 

My brethren, do you underſtand this? The Spirit's firſt of- 
fice in us, is to ſhowus to ourſelves, to convince us of fn, and of 
the damnableneſs of a natural ſtate; has he done this? Do you 
ſee your fin, and condemnation under it, according to the light 
of ſcripture ? Do you know and obſerve how juſtice and mercy 
are reconciled in the work of our redemption, how unable we 
are to deliver ourſelves, and' how much was to be done before 
w could be entitled to the grace of forgiveneſs ?—Let me ad- 
viſe you, 

* To reft your ſouls 2 it; in the belief of God's word, 
that if he is true, there ſhall be a performance of all that has 
been told us: Thatas ſure as Chriſt ſid to one, Thy fins are 
forgiven thee; to another, Thy faith hath ſaved thee, go in 

ace; as fure as he ſaid to the thief on the croſs, To- day 

alt thou be with me in Paradiſe, and gave up the ghoſt with 
theſe words, It is finiſhed” —ſo ſurely was the finiſhing hand 
put to the work of man's redemption, the forgiveneſs of fins } 
purchaſed, and a new and living way opened for all finners to 
the throne of grace. On this 2 ation, that God hath laid 
on Chriſt the iniquity of us all, and that he is * the Lord our 
righteouſneſs, our peace is eſtabliſhed ; and on this we may 


ſafely reſt it againſt all our fins, all our doubts, fears, and 
givings ; and can poſſibly _ on no other, 
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1 might add the teſtimony of all the other Apoſtles, but ſhall 
mention only one more from St. Peter, 2 E . i. 2. Simon 
Peter, a ſervant and an apoſtle of Jeſus Chriſt, to them that have 
obtained like precious faith with us, through the righteouſneſs 
of God, and our Saviour Jeſus Chrift : grace and pe: ce be mul- 
tipliod unto you through the knowledge of God, and of Jeſus 
our Lord. Any one of theſe texts is worth a world to a foul faint- 
ing under the burden of fin, and able to make us all wiſe unto 
falvstion. They compriſe the whole wiſdom and will of God 
for our recovery in ſo ſhort a compats, that we may eaſily retoin 
them in our memories, and make uſe of them as'a light to guide 
us into the underſtanding of all ſcripture. When we receive 
theſe ſayings into our hearts, we are among the happy men and 
wemen ſpoken of in the text, and ſhall live and die in the com- 
fort and hope of the go.pel. And would to God I could addreſs 
myit if to every one that hears me, in theſe words of the Apoſtle, 
« Among whom are ye alſo the called of Jefus Chriſt.” 

Bleſſed God, do thou ſoften the hard heart which reſiſts thee 
in unhclief; give us the hearing car, and the underitan«''n 
heart; and be ncw preſent, in the power of thy grace, white ? 
am ſper king of our high calling-in Jeſus Chriſt The Lord 
enable you, 1. To underſtand it; — z. To reſt your ſculs upon 
it ;——and, 3. To live worthy of it. 

t. Let me exhort and call upon you to wrder/land the Chriſtian 
calling. Know then, that it is the free grace and mercy of God 
to mankind, when their deſert from him was wrath and puniſh- 

ment. We are all ſinners, as well by natvre, as actual tranſ- 
greſſion, in thought, word, and deed, every day of cur lives; 
and „ the wages of ſin, the due reward of all ſin, and the juſt 
ſentence of God upon cvery ſingle fin we commit, © is death.“ 
Of which the firit fin of the firſt man is a remarkable inftance ; 
and ſpeaks aloud to us to beware how we entertain any fuch opi- 
nion of the harmleſſneſs of fin, as thar God niay well overlcok 
it, when we ſee it was ſo ſeverely poniſhed in the firt parents of 
mankind the moment it entered into the world, and brought a 
curſe upon them and all their poſterity, If you do not attend 
duly to this part of the Bible, ſo as to take a meaſure from hence 
of the great evil and guilt of all fin, how hateful it is to God, how 
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i, that follows in it. he mercy of it will be hidden from you, 


and the grace of redemption ſlighied, unleſs you are well ground- 


ed in the doctrine of fin, its accurſed nature, and your own de- 
ſert of eternal damnation as ſinners. Settle it, therefore, in your 
minds, that if God is always the ſame, and his juſtice unchange- 
able and everlaſting, we are all under a ſentence of condemna- 
tion for the fn of our nature, the fins of our lives, the fins of 
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and belief of the neceſſity and great mercy of deliverance from 
it. 2 

For God, who pitieth us as a father pitieth his own children, 
liath not left us to periſh. He hat publiſhed his new covenant 
of grace to all nations ; he hath fulfilled the promiſe made to 
Adam, of bruiſing the ſerpent's head, by the ſeed of the woman 
that was born at Bethlehem; he was in Chriſt reconciling the 
world unto himſelf, not imputing their treſpaſſes to them; thro* 
lum is preached unto us the forgiveneſs of fins. And let us ob- 
ſerve allo, that this grace comes tous in a way of juſtice as well 
as mercy ; according to that ſaying of St. Paul, that he might 
be juſt, and the juſtifier of him that believeth in Jeſus,” Rom. 
ui. 26. The meaning of which is, that if juſtice had not firſt” 
been ſatisfied, we could never have been juſtified, or accepted to 
the favour of our offended God. And as there was no other 
way or means of doing it, as no other ranſom could be found 
in heaven or earth for the forfeited lives of our ſouls, God gave 
his only begotten Son, and Chriſt willingly offered himſelf, to 
hear our fins in his own body on the croſs, and redeem us from 
the curſe of them, by being made a curſe for us: So that we can 
now ſay joyfully, and with full aſſurance, on the authority of 
God's word, We have redemption through his blood, even 
the forgiveneſs of ſins, Col. i. 14. There is no condemna +» 
tion to them that are in Chriſt Jeſus, Rom. vin. I. 

My brethren, do you underſtand this ? The Spirit's firſt of - 
fice in us, is to ſhow us to ourſelves, to convince us of fin, and of 
the damnableneſs of a natural ſtate; has he done this > Do you 
tee your fin, and condemnation under it, according to the light 
of ſcripture ? Do you know and obſerve how juſtice and mercy 
are reconciled in the work of our redemption, how unable we 
are to deliver ourſelves, and' how much was to be done before 
we could be entitled to the grace of forgiveneſs ?—Let me ad- 
viſe you, 

2. To reſt your ſouls 2 it; in the belief of God's word, 
that if he is true, there ſhall be a performance of all that has 
been told us: Thats ſure as Chriſt ſ-id to one, Thy ſins are 
forgiven thee; to another, Thy faith hath ſaved thee, go in 
peace; as fure as he ſaid to the thief on the croſs, © To-da 
ſhalt thou be with me in Paradiſe,” and gave up the ghoſt wit 
theſe words, It is finiſhed*”*—ſo ſurely was the finiſhing hand 
put to the work of man's redemption, the forgiveneſs of fins 

rchaſed, and a new and living way opened for all ſinners to 
the throne of grace. On this Borg! £0; that God hath laid 
on Chriſt the iniquity of us all, and that he is “ the Lord our 
righteouſneſs, our peace is eft-hliſhed 3 and on this we may 
ſafely reft it ago init all our fins, all our doubts, fears, and mi- 
givings ; and can poſſibly build it on no other, 
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en to be in pain for themſelves, and 
to look out carefully for ſalvation, are caſt down with the ſenſe of 
their ſins, as well they may; but then they are alio apt to be 
. a ae hearts, thet beſte they com 
thi ariles in thei s, that can 
have hope toward God, or a ri e 
Chriſt, they muſt be better ifed for it; that is, they would 
Art make themſelves clean, and then come to Thrift for waſh- 
ing in his blood. No, my friends, your own -45 94 fn only 
J waſbing the Ethiopian's Lin ; you muſt let that alone ever, 
aa to any thought of being accepted of God in that way. This 
is nothing but unbelicf, and pride of heart;. this is darkening 
. 2 ſcripture, and an utter depreciating of the grace 
of God in ſhowing mercy; this is not coming to Chriſt, but. 
| — Famnag voagucangs. and I tell; in, in this way 
you will never know peace, you will neither wipe out the guilt, 
nor get the better of any one ſin. If ever you come to Chriſt, 
you muſt come all foul and ſſ as you are, without one rag 
to cover your nakedneſs ; and with no.other ſenſe but this upon 
* minds, that you are entirely undone in yourſelves, and that 
you go about to eſtabliſh your own righteouſneſs as the ground 
of your hope, you will never ſee the ſalvation of God. 
| do not ſay this to leſſen your ſenſe of fin, or to keep off 
ſhame and ſorrow for it, but to ſhow you how great it is, upon. 
this very conſideration. You are moſt aſſuredly hidden from 
your elves, and in the darkneſs of unbelief ; have no ſpiritual 
Fonviction of your own ſin, or true ſenſe of the guilt of any fin, 
if you think it can be purged with any thing but the blood of 
Chriſt, or bletted out of God's book in any other way than that 
of free pardon, and undeſerved merey. I fay, therefore, it is, and 
muſt be, by the word which God ſent by Jeſus Chriſt, preach- 
= pn It is only and altogether his bowels of pity, and 
fatherlv compaſſion, to a condemned world; and no repentance, 
no pu poſes or endeavours, no kind cf worthineſs of our own. 
can de he price of it. Alas! we quite miſtake the n atter; 
we have nothing to offer by way of price. Strictly ſpenk.ag, 
our duties are ſin, our prayers are ſin, our beſt works are fin, and 
dur tranſgreflions open and ſecret are numberleſs : What then 
muſt give eaſe to our conſeiences, and enable us to lift up our 
heads before God, when we know that all fin is deadly, and 
and that if we have nothing but ourſelves, and the works of our 
own hands to truſt in, ſin will ſurely be found upon us in our 
f beft eſtate. - 
| o you, then, I ſpeak firſt, who are awakened to ſee your 
+] want of a Saviour, prize your intereſt in him, and are ſeeking af- 
ter his bleſſings, let him ſave you wholly, and be all in all to you. 
You can add nothing of your own to his ſpotleſs obedience, 
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perfect grace, and precious blood; but by ſuch a preſu 
— thought diminiſn from his glory and e 


receive you to mercy, and beſtow heaven upon you? You, 


i 4 Ret B Rv ow | fy ye vv TE 


and run the hazard of loſing your portion in him. I am ſure 
you loie your beſt comfort in this world, will never 

on your way. rejoicing, or have an aſſured confidence in the 
promiſes of ſcripture, till you embrace them as promiſes, and 
the gift of God to you a finner. For fins you will have 
enough to cloud your hopes, and daunt your as long. 
as you. are in this mortal body. Turn then the eye of your. + 
foul another way, Behold the Lamb of God, which ta- 
keth away the fin of the world; and think with yourſelf that 
the beſt faith to live with, is that which, when you have done 
all you can, you muſt die with; that faith, I mean, which 
St. Paul preached to the awakened jailor, „Believe in the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and thou ſhalt be ſaved That faith 
which our Lord himſelf preached, ©** God fo loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten Son, that whoſoever believeth 
in him ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting life. 

Let me here, for your further aſſurance in this matter, re- 
peat the 11th article of our Church, entitled, Of the Fuſftifi- 
cation of Man ; which, as I have ſubſcribed with my hand, 
J afſent to with all my heart, and bleſs God for it: We are 
accounted righteous before God, only for the merit of our 
Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt by faith, and not fer our own 
works or deſervings. Wherefore, that we are juſtified by 
faith, is a moſt wholeſome doctrine, and very full of comfort. 
My friends, take this comfort into your hearts, as you well 
may, on. the warrant of God's word, and aſſure yourſelves 
that you have a faith of God's giving, and the Spirit's work - 
ing, when you believe that we are bleſſed and happy in Chriſt, 
not by having no ſins, or none which need trouble us, but by 
not having them imputed to us, even as Abraham, a better 
perſon than any of us, believed God, and it was accounted. 
to him for righteouſneſs.” 

I am well aware that we muſt by no means ſpeak peace to 
ourſelves in a fruitleſs, dead faith; which will come under 
conſideration when I have added a few words, for the ſake of 
the yet unbelieving, or careleſs open ſinner. What! is the 
Saviour ready to meet you with open arms ? is God willing to 


who have wandered ſo far from him, and fo long reſiſted him 
in unbelief, and hardneſs of heart ? You, who have rebelled 
boldly againſt his autborit”, and affronted him in the face of 
the world, by your o breach of his commandments, and 
and graceleſs profane living, 4 you be among the called 
of Jeſus Chit Ves; you are called now, hy the preaching 
of his word, and by his grace working with it, may be called: 
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| Some, when the have begun to be in pain for themſelves, and 


- waſhing the Ethiopian's 
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to look out carefully for al vation, are caſt down with the ſenſe of 
their ſins, as well they may; but then they are :lio apt to be 
over much daunted with the ſight of their unworthineſs ; and 
this thought naturally ariſes in their hearts, that before they can 
have hope toward God, or a right to truſt in his mercy through 
Chriſt, they muſt be better qualified for it; that is, they would. 
Ari make themſelves clean, and then come to Chriſt for waſh- 
ing in his blood. No, my friends, your own cle-nling is only 
in; you muſt let that alone for ever, 
as to any thought of being accepted of God in that way. This 
is nothing but unbelicf, and pride of heart; this is darkening 
the glory of all ſcripture, and an utter depreciating of the grace 
of in ſhowing mercy ; this is not coming to Chriſt, but 


| Keeping yourſelves from him; and I telliyou again, in this way 


u will never know peace, will neither. wipe ont the guilt, 
= get the better of . A It ever — ke to Chrilt, 
you mult come all foul and ſpotted 2> you are, without one rag 
to cover your nakedneſs; and with no other ſenſe but this upon 
our minds, that you are entirely undone in yourſelves, and that 
if you go about to eſtabliſh your own righteouſneſs as the ground 

of your hope, you will never ſee the ſalvation of God. 
I do not ſay this to leſſen your ſenſe of fin, or to keep off 


ſhame and ſorrow for it, but to ſhow you how great it is, upon 


this very conſideration. You are moſt aſſuredly hidden from 
your.elyes, and in the darkneſs of unbelief ; have no ſpiritual 
conviction of your own fin, or true ſenſe of the guilt of ny tin, 
if you think it can be purged with any thing but the bloud of 
Chriſt, or blotted out of God's book in any other way than that 
of free pardon, and undeſerved mercy. I ſay, therefore, it is, and 
mult be, by the word which God ſent by Jeſus Chriſt, preach- 


ang peace. It is only and altogether his bowels of pity, and 
fatherlv compaſſion, to a condemned world; and no repentance, 


no pu poſes or endeavours, no kind of worthineſs of our own 


can e e price of it. Alas! we quite miſtake the n atter; 
we have nothing to offer by way of price. Strictly ſpcok: ag, 
our duties are fin, our prayers are ſin, our beſt works are fin, and 
our tranſgreſſions open and ſecret are numberleſs : What hen 
muſt give eaſe to our conſciences,. and enable us to lift up our 
heads before God, when we know that all ſin is deadly, and 
and that if we have nothing but ourſelves, and the works of our 
own hands to truſt in, ſin will ſurely be found upon us in our 
very beſt eſtate. | 

To you, then, I ſpeak firſt, who are awakened to ſee your 
want of a Saviour, prize your intereſt in him, and are ſeeking af- 
ter his bleſſings, let him ſave you wholly, and be all in all to you. 
You can add nothing of your own to his ſpotleſs obedience, 
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perfect grace, and precious blood; but by ſuch a preſum 
tuous thought diminiſh from his glory and Ade 
and run the haz rd of loſing your portion in him. I am ſure 


you loie your beſt comfort in this world, and will never go 
on your way. rejoicing, or have an aſſured confidence in the 
promiſes of ſcripture, till you embrace them as promiſes, and 
the gift of God to you a ſinner. For fins you will have 


enough to cloud your hopes, and daunt your heart, as long 
as = are in this mortal body. Turn then the eye of your 
another way, © Behold the Lamb of God, which ta- 


{ou 


keth away the fin of the world; and think with yourſelf that 
the beſt faith to live with, is th-t which, when you have done 
all you can, you muſt die with ; that faith, i mean, which 
St. Paul preached to the awakened jailor,. „Believe in the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and thou ſhalt be ſaved That f-ith 
which our Lord himſelf preached, ©** God fo loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten Son, that whoſoever believeth 
in him ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting life.“ 

Let me here, for your further aſſurance in this matter, re- 
peat the 11th article of our Church, entitled, Of the Juſtiſi- 
cation of Man ; which, as I have ſubſcribed with my hand, 
IT afſent to with all my heart, and bleſs God for it: We are 


accounted righteous before God, only for the merit of our 


Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt by faith, and not fer our own 
works or deſervings. Wherefore, that we are juſtified by 
faith, is a moſt wholeſome doctrine, and very full of comfort. 
My friends, take this comfort into our hearts, as you well 
m-y, on the warrant of God's word, and affure yourſelves 
that you have a faith of God's giving, and the Spirit's work - 
ing, when you believe that we are bleſſed and happy in Chriſt, 
not by having no ſins, or none which need trouble us, but by 
not having them imputed to us, even as Abraham, a better 
perſon than any of us, * believed God, and it was accounted 
to him for righteouſneſs. 

I am well aware that we muſt by no means ſpeak peace to 
ourſelves in a fruitleſs, dead foith; which will come under 
conſideration when I have added a few words, for the ſake of 
the yet unbelieving, or careleſs open ſinner. What! is the 
Saviour ready to meet you with open arms ? is God willing to 


receive you to mercy, and beſtow heaven mw you? You, 
0 


who h-ve wandered ſo far from him, and fo long reſiſted him 
in unbelief, and hardneſs of heart? You, who have rebelled 
boldly againft his authority, and affronted him in the face of 
the 3 by your open breach of his commandments, and 
and graceleſs profane living, May you be among the called 
of Jeſus Chrit Ves; you are called now, hy the preachin 


of his word, and by his grace working with it, may be called 
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effeftually. For this is a faithful ſaying, and ry of 
| all acceptation, that Chriſt Jeſus came into the to fave 
inneres, 1. Tim. i. 15. and © he is able to fave to the utter- 
| moſt ALL. that come unto God by him.“ Come then to 
| him, though you have lain ever fo in your ins, a fad” 
in your blood beyond other men; Come to the 
ountain*” opened in him For What? For the ſaints, and 
- thoſe who have no need of waſhing ? No; but, mark it well, 


&« for ſin and uncleanneſs. Hear bim ſaying, Him that 
cameth to me, let him be who, or what he will, ; I will in 
no wiſe caft out.” Now 1s time; this very day, the 
moment you hear of ſuch rich mercy from the Lord, is the 
ſeaſon to receive and welcome it, as you would a pardon, if 

was under ſentence of death. - You have all the aſſurance 
Jour foul can deſire, from the whole word of God, and eſpe- 
cially from the death of Chriſt, that, whenever you turn to 
Kim, with a ſorrowful ſenſe of your fins, and a will to forſake 
them, his eyes are upon you for good; that he who has been 
waiting with ſo much patience and long-ſuffering for this 
hour of your return to him, will not reje& you; and that the 
ſame Spirit which wrought conviction in you, will oy on 
the work of your converſion, from repentance to faith, from 
faith to holineſs. Theſe three things make a Chriſtian; and 
the laſt of them muſt by no means be wanting in his charac- 

.I muſt now, therefore, : 

3. Remind all thoſe who know the mercy of God in Chriſt, 
and have the grace given them to embrace it, and reft their 
fouls upon it, of THE NECESSITY of walking worthy OF IT. 

It is the uſual manner of St. Paul, after he has lated and' 
explained the doctrine of grace and ſalvation by Jeſus Chriſt, 


$1 to recommend a ſuitable practice, and enforce it from the mo- 


tive of God's love to us in our redemption. Hear what he 
ſays, Rom. xii. 1. after having eſtahliſhed the great point he 
had to prove, of righteouſneſs and ſalvation, by faith in a Re- 
deemer; * I beſeech-you, therefore, brethren, by the mer- 
cies of God, that ye preſent your bodies a living facrifice, 
holy, acceptable unto God; which is your reaſonable ſer- 
vice. So in his epiſtle to the Galatians, v. 13. Brethren, 
| ye have been called unto — '—the happy liberty of be- 
ievers, in being freed from the law, as x covenant of worksg— 
« only uſe not liberty for an occaſion to. the fleſh*” - do not fo 
horribly abuſe goſpel grace, as to make it a handle for conti- 
ing in ſin—“ but b ſove ſerve one another. And thus he 
writes in all his * adviſing us to adorn the doctrine of 
Chr ſt, and acquainting us from God, that f we live after 
the fleſh we ſhall de, no mercy can fave us. But moſt pow- 


erkul is the exhortation of our bleſſed Lord himſelf; If ye 


love me, keep my commandments. It is all the return he 
from us for his vatt expence of love to us; and we 
muſt be utteriy dead to all ſerfe of it; and, whatever we pre- 
tend, can ily have no faith in hm, or defire of his ſabb a- 
tion, if we refaſe hum this teſtimony of out love and gratitude, 
wh ch he ſo earneſtiy and affeionateiy cails for. Th: wee. 
cy of God, in our deliverance from deati: and hell, is the goſ- 
pel-ground of all 8 and cur great advantage for 
it; it touches every firing in the lea:t of man, and wins over 
our whole ſouls . to him, when it is truly apprehended and 
thoroughly belic ved. When we confider as we ought, how 
deliverance comes to us, by the incarnation and death of the Son 
of God, the love there was in it, the dreadfut and eternal iſery 
from wh.ca it aves us; we muſt needs judge ourſeiv s the 
baſeſt of ali creatures, and want no other proct of our aſtoniſh- 
ing corruption, if we can affront and flight our beſt enefactor, 
our God and Saviour, ty iiving and acting in oppoliticn to 
his will. We ourſclves expect icturns of love for the kind-- 


neſſes we do to others, and think it hard to have it denied 


us, and more eſpecially requited with ul-will: And why then 
ſhould not God ook for ours, if he had no right to it on any 
other account, on the ſcore of his ſuperabundant loving ind- 
neſs to us; or why ſhould things work a different way, where 
he is concerned, from what do on the like occaſions a- 
mong ourſelves, and his love, ia little deſerved, ſo wondertul- 
Iy manifeſted o our behalf, meet with ng but diſobedi - 
ence, and ſtubborn perverſeneſs from us? It does not, it can- 
not, with true believers. Many of them have ſmarted in ward- 
ly for ſin; and all of them have their eyes opened to fee the 
curſe and plague of it; can find refuge from t no where but in 
Chriſt, and have therefore come to him for healing in his 
blood. And when they hear him ſaying, Why call yc me. 
Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I ſay, the repr ö 
cuts them to the heart; and they know with infaliible cer. 
tainty, that they cannot belong to him, if they do not reſolve 
to forſake cvery ſin. | . 
| Conſider this, you who are baptized into Chriſt ; and fag 
believe in him, and hope for 1alvation from him, and yet 
live on from year to year in known fin. What ! Can drunk- 
ards, profane ſwearers, Sabbath-breakers, fornicators, ſtealers, 
evil-ſpeakers, and thoſe whe: make a mock at fin, be the fol- 
lowers of the Lamb, the redeemed f the Lord; © the called 
of Jeſus Chriſt ?** No ſuch thing. Do not deceive yourſelves. - 
in ſo plain a caſe: All Scripture is againſt you: The moſt 
odious deſpicable creature in the fight of God is a baptized. 
wicked man, and his ſenience will be heavier than that of the 


worlt heathen's.. The blood of Chriſt, which faves others, 


1 
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effeftually. For this is a faithful ſaying, and worthy of 
| all acceptation, that Chriſt Jeſus came into the world to fave 
ff finners,” 1. Tim. i. 15. and * he is able to fave to the utter- 
moſt ALL. that come unto God by him.“ Come then to 
him, though you have lain ever fo long m your fans, a fad 
Etacle in your blood beyond other men; “ Come to the 
{ | fountain*” opened in him For what? For the ſaints, and 
{ | thoſe who have no need of waſhing ? No; but, mark it well, 
„ for fin and unclcanneſs. Hear bim ſaying, Him that 
” cometh to me, let him be who, or what he will, © I will in j 
no wiſe caft out.” Now 1s your time; thig very day, the 
moment you hcar of ſuch rich mercy from the Lord, is the 
{ ſeaſon to receive and welcome it, as you would a pardon, if 
you was under ſentence of death. Vou have all the affurance ; 
Four ſoul can deſire, from the whole word of God, and eſpe- 
FF: cally from the death of Chriſt, that, whenever you turn to 
1 Kim, with a ſorrowful ſenſe of your fins, and a will to forſake 5 
them, his eyes are upon you for good; that he who has been 
| | waiting with ſo much patience and long-ſuffermg for this | 
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hour of your return to him, will not reje& you; and that the 
ſame Spirit which wrought conviction in you, will agg on 
| the work of your converſion, from repentance to faith, from 
faith to holineſs. Theſe three things make a Chriſtian; and ö 
the laſt of them muſt by no means be wanting in his charac- 
ter. I muſt now, therefore, 

| | 3. Remind ail thoſe who know the mercy of God in Chriſt, 

and have the grace given them to embrace it, and reſt their 

| fouls upon it, of THE NECESSITY of walking worrgy OF IT, 
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It is the uſual manner of St. Paul, after he has ftated and 
Is | explained the doctrine of grace and ſalvation by Jeſus Chriſt, 
do recommend a ſuitable practice, and enforce it from the mo- { 
+ tive of God's love to us in our redemotion. Hear what he 
th ſays, Rom. xii. 1. after having eſtahliſhed the great point he 4 


had to prove, of righteouſneſs and ſalvation, by faith in a Re- 
deemer; © I veleech-you, therefore, brethren, by the mer- 
cies of God, that ye preſent your bodies a living facr:fice, 
holy, acceptable unto God; which is your reaſonable ſer- 
vice. So in his epiſtle to the Galatians, „. 13. Brethren, g 

| ye have been called unto liberty — the happy liberty of be- 
evers, in being freed from the law, as a covenant of works 4 

« only uſe not liberty for an occaſion to. tue fleſn. do not fo 
horribly abuſe goſpel grace, as to make it a handle for conti- 2 
ing in ſin—“ but by ſove ſerve one another. And thus he N 
writes in all his epiſtles, adviſing us to adorn the doQiine of i 
Chr ſt, and acquainting us from God, that * t we live after 
the fleſh we ſhall de, no mercy can ſave us. But moſt pow- 4 


ertul is the exhortation of our bleſſed Lord himſelf; If ye 
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love me, keep my commandments.” It is all the return he 
expects from us tor his vait expencc of love to us; and we 
mult be utteriy dead to all fe.ife of it; and, whatever we pre- 
tend, can ly have no faith in h m, or defire of his tal a- 
tion, if we refuſe hum this teſtimony of our love and gratitude, 
vrh ch he ſo caineſtiy and affeftionate.y cails for. The mer- 


cy of God, in our deliverance from deatli and hell, is the goſ- 


pei-ground of all _ obedience, and cur great advantage for 
it; it touches every ſtring in the heat of man, and wins over 
our whole ſous: to him, when it is truly apprehenued and 
thoroughly belicved. When we confiler as we ought, how 


deliverance comes to us, by the incarnation and death of the Son 


of God, the love ther was in t, the dreadful and eternal iſery 
from wh.ca it aves us; we mult needs judge ourſelv s the 
baſeſt of ali creatures, and want no other proct of our aſtoriſh- 
ing corruption, if we can atfront and ſlight cur beſt encfactor, 
our God and Saviour, ty iving anu acting in oppoſitic u, to 
his will. We ou:ſclves expect icturns of love for the kind- 
neſſes we do to cthors, an think it hard to have it denied 
us, and more eipeciaily requited with :1i-will : And why then 
ſhould not God ook tor ours, if he had no right to it en any 


other account, on the ſcore of his ſuperabundant loving ..:nd- 


neſs to us; or why ſhould things work a different way, where 
he is concerned, from what they do on the like occations a- 
mong ourſeives, and his love, o little deſcrved, fo wondertul- 


Iy manifeſted c our behalf, meet with ncthing but diſobedi - 


ence, and ſtubborn perverſeneſs from vs? It does not, it can- 
not, with true believers. Many of them have ſmarted inward- 
ly for ſin; and all of them have their eyes op ene to fee the 
curſe and plague of it; can find refuge from t no where but in 
Chat, and have therefore come to him for heeling in his 
bioci. And when they hear him ſay ng, V hy call yc me, 
Lord, Lord, and de not the things which I ſay,” the reproof 
cuis Cem to the heart; and they know with infaliible cer- 
taintv, that they cannot belong to him, if they do not reſolve 
to forſake very ſin. 


Confider this, you who are baptized into Chriſt ; and ſay 


2 believe in him, and hope for 1:lvation from him, and yet 
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ve on from year to year in known fin. What ! Can drunk- 
ards, profane ſwearers, Sabbath-breakers, fornicaturs, ftealcrs, 
evil-{pcakers, and thoſe wir: make a mc<ck at fin, be the fol- 
lowers of th: Lamb, the redcemed f the Lord, © the called 
of Jeſus Chriſt ?** No ſuch thing. Do not deceive yourſelves 
in io plain acaſe: All Scripture is againſt you: The moſt 
odious deſpicable creature in the fight of God is a baptized. 
wicked man, and his ſentence will be heavier than that cf the 


worſt heathen's. The blood of Chriſt, which faves others, 


1 
proclaims aloud his guilt, ſpeaks nothing but horror and a 
curſe to him who tramples it under foot, and is the ſeal of his 


F.. condemnation. | 

| In concluſion, let me ſpeak to you in the name of God, 
and beſeech you, by all your s, to conſider who are the 
called of Fefus Chri, and w you are indeed of that 


happy number. It is a bleſſed thing to be called out of a ſtate. 
'  -of condemnation;- and made a member of Chriſt, a child 
of God, and an inheritor of the Kingdom of heaven; but the 
unbeliever, worlding, or wicked liver, is hot the man. It is 
z glorious high privilege to be poſſeſſed of the grace of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and to have our hearts ſettled in the love 
of God, through the fellowſhip of the Holy Ghoſt ; but this 
bleſſedneſs does not belong to the lazy and the thoughtleſs, 
who call themſelves Chriſtians, but in the #:ain are as igno- 
rant as heathens, know nothing of Chriſt but by hearſay, do 
not read the Scriptures to know more of him, and have very 
little ſenſe of their want of him, or concern about their inte- 
reſt in him. My friends, do not thus loſe the prize of your 
high calling. Your danger. lies in truſting to your Chriſtian. 
name and outward profeſſion, and thinking all fie for heaven, 
becauſe you come — or generally, to church on Sun- 
days, and now and then to the ſacrament. Chriſt may not 
be the pearl of great price wth you, nor his ſalvation the 
great hope and wiſh f your hearts. In particular, do you 
© _ ever fit down in the evening of a Sabbath, or at any other 
time, to enquire into the ſoundneſs of your condition, or aſk 
Fourſelves any queſtions concerning your knowledge, faith, 
and practice? Do you ever examine when the work of your 
converſion begun, how it has been carried on, and what foun- 
dation you are now upon for life? Do you muſe much, and 
with great ſeriouſneſs, on the corruption of your natures, the 
great evil of fin and your vileneſs in it, the value of your im- 
mortal ſouls, and how precious they are in the fight of God? 
And eſpecially, do you ſeek to win Chriſt, to be found in him, 
and obtain redemption. through his blced, the forgiveneſs of 
ſins, the great point on which your ſalvation more peculiarly 
turns. Tt not, it proves but too plainly, that you are in the: 
f | darkncſs of a natural ſtate, and not yet the called of Jefus 
# { Chriſt;” I never knew any perſons awakened by the Spirit 
of God to a ſenſe of their danger and miſery in fin, who did 
# ] not take more pains to get an intereſt in Chriſt; and ſhow 
; more concern about it than tits comes to. Salvation muſt of 
all neceſſity be the weighty thing upon our minds, drive us to 
prayer, and be the frequent employment of our thoughts and 
meditations ; and none have reaſon to hope well of their con- 


; Gitzon, who do not make it their firſt care, and the great work. 


7 ſo ponder upon theſe 


of their lives. I God you m 
words, the of Jeſus Chriſt, as to come to him 
without delay, underſtand the great mercy of 


and live worthy of him in the ice of every thing he re- 
quires of you, under a thankful ſenſe of his love; and that 
you me —— on the other _ what it + RE die 
uncalled, ter a loſt man. * , * 
unto us all, that we ind 1 the mark for os Prins 
of our high calling in Chriſt Jeſus, give all diligence to make 
it ſure, and ſo run that we may obtain; for Felas 'Clriſt's 
Fake, Amen. 
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claims aloud his guilt, ſpeaks nothing but horror and 2 
/ — to him who tramples it — foot, and is the ſeal of his 


- eondemnation. | 
In concluſion, let me ſpeak to you in the name of God, 
and beſeech you, by all your hopes, to conſider who are the 
called of Fefus Chriff, and whether you are indeed of that 
happy number. It is a bleſſed thing to be called out of a ſtate 
| of condemnation; and made a member of Chriſt, a child 
of God, and an inheritor of the kingdom of heaven ; but the 
unbeliever, worlding, or wicked liver, is not the man. It is 
2 glorious high privilege to be poſſeſſed of the grace of our 
Lord Jeſus Ehr t, and to have our hearts ſettled in the love 
of God, through the fellowſhip of the Holy Ghoſt; but this 
bleſſedneſs does not belong to the lazy and the thoughtleſs, 
who call themſelves Chriſtians, but in the f. ain are as igno- 
rant as heathens, know nothing of Chriſt but by hearſzy, do 
not read the Scriptures to know more of him, and have very 
little ſenſe of their want of him, or concern about their inte- 
reſt in him. My friends, do not thus loſe the prize of your 
high calling. Your danger. lies in truſting to your Chriſtian 
name and outward profeſſion, and thinking all ſafe for heaven, 
becauſe you come — or generally, to church on Sun- 
days, and now and then to the —— 1 Chriſt may not 
be the pearl of great price w th you, nor his ſalvation the 
great hope and wiſh of your hearts. In particular, do you 
ever ſit down in the evening of a Sabbath, or at any other 
time, to enquire into the ſoundneſs of your condition, or aſk 
yourſelves any queſtions concerning your 3 faith, 
and practice? Do you ever examine when the work of your 
converſion begun, how it has been carried on, and what foun- 
dation you are now upon for life? Do you muſe much, and 
with great ſeriouſneſs, on the corruption of your natures, the 
great evil of ſin and your vileneſs in it, the value of your im- 
mortal ſouls, and how precious they are in the ſight of God? 
And eſpecially, do you ſeek to win Chriſt, to be found in him, 
and obtain redemption through his blccd, the forgiveneſs of 
ſins, the great point on which your ſalvation more peculiarly 
turns. If not, it proves but too plainly, that you are in the 
M } darkncſs of a natural ſtats, and not yet the called of Jeſus 
N | Chriſt.” I never knew any perions awakened by the Spirit 
ki of God to a ſenſe of their danger and miſery in fin, who did 
not take more pains to get an intereſt in Chriſt, and ſhow 
more concern about it than ttis comes to. Salvation muſt of 
all neceſũty he the weighty thing upon our minds, drive us to 
| 


0 g@ rr_m a . oo a ucooogl Ka. - XA 


—— 4 


ut wo ycuou_cawrrtz a TTL rk d cc m ca <0 ud rr len Comms LY ÿ—ÿ— Ä ˙ A ;_ 


r ²˙ ⁵ , — *W m r RQ ] ² ĩ?[˙WW ww 


prayer, and be the frequent employment of our thoughts and 
me ditations; and none have reaſon to hope well of their con- 
dition, who do not make it their firſt care, and the great work 
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of their lives. I pray God you may ſo ponder upon theſe 
words, the called of Jeſus Chriſt,” as to come to him 
without delay, underſtand the great mercy of redemption by 
him, reſt your ſouls upon him for righteouſneſs and ſalvation, 
and live worthy of him in the — 2 of every thing he re- 
quires of you, under a thankful ſenſe of his love; and that 
you may conſider, on the other hand, what it is to live and die 
uncalled, and enter upon eternity a loſt man. O Lord, grant 
unto us all, that we may preſs toward the mark for the prize 
of our high calling in Chriſt Jeſus, give all diligence to make 
it ſure, and ſo run that we may obtain; for Jelus Chhriſt's 


Lake. Amen. 
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